There is a large and expanding pool of EM residents. This expansion has fuelled parallel growth in the CAEP Residents' Section. As of January 1999, the Residents' Section's 161 resident members and 13 medical student members accounted for 13% of CAEP membership and included a significant proportion of all Canadian EM residents. If we can harness this talent and enthusiasm, our numbers give us an unprecedented opportunity for development of the Canadian EM residency experience. Consider that EM residents share many common interests, including an enjoyment of EM work, a desire to become the most effective clinicians possible, an interest in maximizing residency experiences, an interest in working toward an optimal practice opportunity, the need to improve our understanding of EM research, and a stake in furthering the specialty of EM in Canada.
Through the CAEP RS, we can build a national network of EM residents and help make the most of our residency education. We should expand our role in, and take full advantage of CJEM, the CAEP annual conference, and general CAEP activities. CJEM is a forum in which residents can discuss important EM issues, communicate our concerns to other emergency physicians, share our residency experiences, and proudly publish our research. The annual conference provides an opportunity to network with other residents, present research projects, and -as of this October -play hockey against EM faculty! Through CAEP's Residents' Section, we can create national projects of interest to EM residents and help guide the evolution of Canadian EM.
